*    READING AND WRITING    *
mother lived with Mr. Grantley Berkeley's father as his
mistress, and that she had at least one child before she
could induce the old and very stupid lord to marry
her.

'But it is idle to break such a cockroach as this upon
the wheel. In everything, the novel is stupid, ignorant,
vulgar and contemptible, and will be forgotten before
our pages appear, by that fragment of the reading public
by which it was ever known.

'In the midst of all this looseness and dirt, we have
great outbursts of piety, in a style of the most impassioned
cant.. ..

'At all events, this book puts an end to his puppy
appearance any longer in literature, as the next dissolu-
tion will put an end to his nonsensical appearance in
Parliament.. . . Berkeley Castle in conception is the most
impertinent, as in execution it is about the stupidest, it
has ever been our misfortune to read/

In an age when everyone aspired to be an author,
letter-writing was extensive, and some of the accessories,
such as seals and decorated notepaper are very charm-
ing; envelopes had not come into general use.

Here is part of a letter of condolence on the death of
an aunt: '. . . I am very sorry to hear Aunt Partridge is
dead, but I hope she may sit on the right hand of God on
that awful day....'

Here is a great lady declining an invitation, as the
preparations for her son's wedding have delayed her:

'The infernal lawyers cannot be ready so the infernal

ceremony cannot be till Tuesday. I shall be at H------

certainly for my party, and hope you will come there as
you promised.'
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